Name:_____________________________


Period:_______

Mr. Eddlem

Civil Rights and FBI Surveillance Webquest

Directions: Read/watch the following articles/videos and answer the questions in at least two complete sentences each underneath them on a separate piece of paper. This assignment will be collected at the end of class by the substitute teacher.

Read the following news story from January of 2014: 
NYT article on burglary of COINTELPRO documents

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/07/us/burglars-who-took-on-fbi-abandon-shadows.html?_r=0
1. How did John and Bonnie Raines and their confederates arrange to steal the documents? 

2. What precautions did the burglars take to avoid being caught?

3. Why do you suppose John and Bonnie Raines decided to come forward? Why did others decide to remain anonymous?

4. What was COINTELPRO?

5. What do the burglars say was the most important thing about the policies they exposed?

6. For what official reasons did the FBI engage in surveillance of Americans? Upon what groups did the FBI engage in surveillance?

7. What – in your opinion –would be legitimate reasons for the FBI to engage in surveillance of American citizens? Where does it go beyond acceptable?

8. Look up the text of the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution on-line. What are the requirements for a “reasonable” search under this amendment?

Read the following news story from CNN: 
FBI surveillance of Martin Luther King 
http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/31/mlk.fbi.conspiracy/
9. According to the facts reported by CNN, where does the FBI diverge from simply collecting intelligence and expand to political intimidation? Give at least two examples.

10. What negative information about Rev. Martin Luther King does the FBI actually uncover? What, in your opinion, does that mean for King's legacy as a civil rights leader?

Watch the first 15 minutes of the following interview (Edward Snowden's speech to SXSW conference) and answer the following concluding questions:
Edward Snowden at SXSW conference March 10, 2014

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIhS9aB-qgU
11. Where is Snowden located during the conference? What would happen if he were to attend the conference in person?

12. What kind of government surveillance is Snowden describing?

13. What is the difference between the kinds of surveillance described by the COINTELPRO burglars and the surveillance d5escribed by Edward Snowden?

14. What differences are there between the COINTELPRO burglars and Edward Snowden's revelations? Describe at least two differences.

15. What lessons did America's intelligence agencies learn after the COINTELPRO documents were released? (i.e., what mistakes did the FBI make that the NSA did not make?)

16. How does Snowden suggest making mass government surveillance of people more difficult?

17. Many Americans have accused Edward Snowden of being a “traitor” for releasing secret information. How might the release of these surveillance methods create actual negative impacts for the country? Do you believe his revelations have led to actual negative consequences for the nation?

18. Who is Glenn Greenwald? Why do they keep talking about him?

