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Parts of the Constitution – Practice Test

I. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate article and section (if there are multiple sections in the article) of the U.S. Constitution.

________________________ grants Congress most of its powers

________________________ grants the President most of his powers

________________________ is a mini-Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution, prohibiting ex post facto laws and the suspension of habeas corpus
________________________ grants Congress the power to suspend the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court

________________________ grants the President the power to veto legislation approved by Congress

________________________ grants the Supreme Court the power to hear appeals. 

________________________ grants Congress the power to create courts inferior to the Supreme Court

________________________ grants Congress the power to declare war

________________________ grants President the power of being “commander-in-chief”

________________________ outlines the two ways the U.S. Constitution can be amended

________________________ is a temporary provision explaining how many states are needed to bring the Constitution into force. 

________________________ explains that slaves (“other persons”) count in the census as 3/5 of a person

________________________ grants Congress the power to raise taxes

________________________ grants Congress the power to spend money for the general welfare

________________________ grants Congress the power to regulate commerce with the Indian tribes

________________________ restricts direct taxes to apportionment among the states requires indirect taxes to the rule of uniformity.

II. Fill in the Blanks
________________________ was the government that preceded the U.S. Constitution. 

The U.S. Constitution was created after a convention in the city of __________________ in the year _________. 12 states sent delegates (every state except ____________________) and a total of ______ delegates attended. Two Catholics attended the convention, including ________________________.  The convention was presided over by ____________________________ and the best notes and historical record of the convention were written down by __________________________. 

There are three basic branches of the Federal government under our constitution. The legislative branch, which is responsible for _______________________. The legislative branch of the Federal government is ______________________. The executive branch, which is responsible for _______________________. The executive branch of the Federal government is ______________________. The judicial branch, which is responsible for _______________________. The judicial branch of the Federal government is ______________________.

There are two branches of the Congress under the U.S. Constitution. The House of Representatives is selected by _____________________, while the Senate was until 1913 selected by the __________________________. In order to qualify to be a member of the House, a person must be ____ years old, but a Senator needs to be ____ years old. According to the Constitution, all bills to raise taxes have to begin in the ___________________. 

The Bill of Rights was first introduced in the year ________, and ____________ was the person who introduced in the House of Representatives by _____________________. 

The enlightenment era thinker who first explained the concept of “separation of powers” was ___________________.

The Constitution originally prohibited Congress from banning the slave trade for ___ years after adoption of the Constitution in order to win approval in Southern states. 


III. Short Answer: Answer in a complete sentence, or two.

1. According to the U.S. Constitution, which branch of government is responsible for bringing the nation to war? Has this provision always been followed?

2. What does the concept “federalism” mean?

3. What does the concept “separation of powers” mean?

4. Who elects the President? How are members of the Supreme Court picked?

5. What is a Bill of Rights? 

6. What is a preamble? What does it do? 

7. Under the U.S. Constitution, how are treaties negotiated and signed?

8. What does “delegated powers” mean, constitutionally speaking? To whom are they delegated? From whom do they originate?

9. How does the U.S. Constitution ensure there will be no taxation without representation? 

10. If the people decide the U.S. Constitution needs changing, what are the two ways it can be legally changed?

