Course Description (Street Law - College Prep I)

Unit I: (What Is Law?)

Upon completion of this unit, the student will be able to:

1. Explain the Enlightenment era antecedents (Natural Law as explained by Locke, Montesquieu, etc.) to the American system of common law.

2. Explain the role of religion on universal human rights.

3. Explain the reason for laws and the values that they rest upon. 

4. Contrast a statute passed by Congress with a regulation and a "judicial review" ruling by the Supreme Court, explaining what the U.S. Constitution says about each of them.

5. Explain the importance of the five major safeguards built into the U.S. Constitution:

· Separation of powers (legislative, executive, judicial branches)

· Checks and balances (i.e., veto, impeachment, judicial review, etc.)

· Federalism (balance between state and federal powers)

· Enumeration of specifically delegated federal powers (esp. Article I, Section 8)

· Bill of Rights (powers prohibited to the federal government)

6. Outline the complete legislative process on the state and federal levels, and the role of public advocacy in that process.

Unit II: (Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice)

Upon completion of this unit, the student will be able to:

1. Outline the complete trial process in criminal cases, including the appellate process.

2. Explain the role of the various parties in a criminal court case (Judge, prosecutor, defendant, jury) play in  revealing the truth and  obtaining justice.

3. Differentiate between different classes of crimes (felonies and misdemeanors) and the reasons the law makes such distinctions.

4. Explain the rights of the accused under the U.S. justice system, including details on the rights of privacy in searches (4th Amendment), the right to remain silent (5th Amendment), the bail process (8th Amendment) and role of a jury trial.

5. Contrast the differences between criminal law for adults and juveniles.

Unit III: (Torts)

Upon completion of this unit, the student will be able to:

1. Contrast the criminal law with civil lawsuits, including the difference in the standard of proof needed for conviction of a defendant.

2. Outline the complete trial process in civil cases and explain the different legal strategies needed to win civil cases from criminal cases.

3. Explain the role of the civil court process in American jurisprudence and how it contributes to justice.

6. Explain the role of the various parties in a civil court case (Judge, plaintiff, defendant, jury) play in  revealing the truth and  obtaining justice.

7. Explain the reason for patent and copyright law, and how they are litigated.

8. Contrast the different standards of liability (intentional, negligence, strict liability) for winning a tort, and explain the role it has in obtaining justice or other social goals. 

Unit IV: (Housing and Consumer Law)

Upon completion of this unit, the student will be able to:

1. Contrast the costs and benefits of renting a house with owning one

2. Explain what Equity Law is, how it contrasts with common law, where it can be found in the U.S. Constitution, and how it contributes to consumer law.

3. Contrast the costs and benefits of buying a new car and a used one

4. Explain the role of warranties and consumer organizations can have in making economic decisions.

5. Explain the rights of renters and home owners,

Unit V: (Family Law)

Upon completion of this unit, the student will be able to:

1. Contrast the difference between religious marriage and civil marriage

2. Explain the importance of civil marriage and family on contractual relationships, and how family impacts society at large.

3. Explain the role of marriage and divorce on the placement of -- and care for -- children in society.

4. Outline government programs that assist families and explain arguments that these programs can sometimes create a harmful dependency. 

