Intelligence Agencies and Free Government Research Paper

Read carefully!
General Directions: You will be writing a research of approximately 1,500 words on the role of your choice of either (1) intelligence agency surveillance in a free society OR (2) droning/assassination policies in a free society. In both instances you must take a position on the U.S. government's actions in the 1950s-70s with regard to the Cold War/Civil Rights movement and its policies today with regard to the “war on terrorism.” 

As always, you may not cite Wikipedia or any other wiki (it will be a MINIMUM of 10 points off the final project), but you may use it to get started on your task by gaining a general knowledge or for clues to find more reliable sources. 

You will provide a link, credit in context and an MLA citation for every fact that is not common knowledge. A citation in context is simply providing the reader enough information to find the source even if your hyperlink is bad without interrupting the flow of the narrative. Usually this means naming the author, title and year of publication such as (eg, “As Edgar Allen Poe noted in his 1845 poem The Raven, …”)  As always, you may not use any other source – not even one sentence – of another person's work without putting it in quotation marks and crediting the author. Taking other people's work without attribution is plagiarism, which is a serious academic crime. 

You will use at least 10 different sources for this project and no two sources may be from the same web domain. Some reliable websites – such as Yale University's Avalon Project – will have multiple reliable original source documents, but you can still only cite one source from the web domain that counts toward the 10 required sources (though you may cite any web domain as often as you like). One of the purposes of this paper is to acquaint you with the variety of resources available on the web. There are plenty of other sources for many of these primary source documents, and you should be aware of them (a few are listed below).

Assignment (in ~1,500 words, thoroughly answer the questions from one of the options below)

Option One – Government Assassinations by Intelligence Agencies
To what extent did the CIA engage in assassination attempts in the 1950s-70s? What kind of people were targeted? Why did it engage in such policies? How did U.S. government officials react to exposure of this CIA plan? What were the policy reactions by Congress and the Presidents to such policies? To what extent does the U.S. government do the same thing through its “drone” program? What kind of people have been targeted in the past 12 years? How is the current drone policy different from the CIA policy (describe at least three differences)? How is it similar (describe at least three similarities)? To what extent should (or should not) the U.S. government engage in killing by drone today? What lessons from the CIA policy that emerged in the 1970s would you draw for current U.S. drone policy?

Option Two – The Role of Surveillance in American Society
To what extent did U.S. intelligence agencies (FBI, CIA, NSA, etc.) engage in surveillance of American citizens in the 1950s- 1970s? Why did that surveillance occur? To what extent did that surveillance involve getting warrants from a judge? To what extent did intelligence agencies go beyond mere collection of information and begin to engage in actions? What was the reaction from Congress to that surveillance, particularly from the Pike and Church committees? How did the Presidents react to it? To what extent is the U.S. government engaging in warrantless surveillance today? When (if ever) should U.S. intelligence agencies engage in warrantless surveillance of American citizens today? What are the risks of ending warrantless surveillance? What are the risks of engaging in warrantless surveillance? What lessons from the 1970s policy response to surveillance do you think are important for surveillance today?

Here are some primary resources with links:
Olmstead v. United States Supreme Court case (1928): http://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/277/438
Smith v. Maryland (1979): http://www.oyez.org/cases/1970-1979/1978/1978_78_5374/
Reports of the U.S. Privacy Board (2014): http://www.pclob.gov/documents
Huston Plan (1972): https://archive.org/details/Church-Committee-Hearings-Volume2-Huston-Plan
Church Committee Hearings (1970s): http://www.aarclibrary.org/publib/contents/contents_church.htm
Pike Committee Report: https://archive.org/details/finalreportofsel01unit
Pike Committee Hearings/Testimony: http://www.maryferrell.org/mffweb/archive/docset/getList.do?docSetId=1918
Rockefeller Commission Report: https://archive.org/details/reporttopresiden01unit
CIA's account of 1970s Intelligence Agency Investigations: https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-studies/studies/winter98_99/art07.html
Here are some other primary resources where you can do the research and find the links/books:


Primary source document sites
Yale University's Avalon Project

Archive.gov

Historical documents at Thomas, the Library of Congress' website

Project Gutenberg

E-Library (link on Moodle)

University of New Hampshire's Digital History site

University of Virginia Electronic Text Center

Grading Rubric

(5 points for each category for draft)

	CATEGORY
	 Above Standards (10 of 10)
	Meets Standards
(8-9 of 10)
	Approaching Standards (7 of 10)
	Below Standards
(below 5 of 10)
	Score


	Thesis/Closing Statements

10 points
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay and outlines the main points to be discussed.
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay.
	The thesis statement outlines some or all of the main points to be discussed but does not name the topic.
	The thesis statement does not name the topic AND does not preview what will be discussed.
	 


	Sources and Information
40 points
	Paper is backed with a wide variety of facts backing up position. All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and cited in context without disturbing the flow of the paper. Hyperlinks and MLA are used on every citation.
	Paper is backed with a wide variety of facts backing up position. All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and are cited in context, though the flow of the paper is somewhat upset by the way they are cited. Hyperlinks and MLA  are used in context.
	Paper is backed with a variety of facts backing up position. Most sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible but not cited correctly in context. Hyperlinks and MLA are not always used.
	Paper is not backed with many facts, or facts used are irrelevant. Paper is just opinion easily dismissed. Many sources are suspect (not credible) AND/OR are not cited correctly. Few hyperlinks and MLA citations used.
	 

	Sentence Structure
30 points
	All sentences are well-constructed with varied structure. Few wasted words and active voice used throughout. No grammatical mistakes.
	Most sentences are well-constructed and there is some varied sentence structure in the essay. Few wasted words and active voice used throughout. One or two grammatical mistakes
	Most sentences are well constructed, but there is no variation is structure. Some passive voice and wasted words. A noticeable amount of grammatical mistakes.
	Most sentences are not well-constructed or varied. Most verbs passive, lots of wasted words. Lots of grammatical mistakes.
	 


	Number of Sources
20 points
	Paper has 10 or more sources, five of which are primary sources, and none come from the same website. Nearly all sources are primary sources and from reliable academic sites.
	Paper has 9 or more sources, some of which are primary sources, and none come from the same website. Nearly all sources are primary sources and from reliable academic sites.
	Paper has 8 or more sources, some of which are primary sources, and none come from the same website. Some unreliable sources/websites used, but no wikis used.
	Paper has less than 8  sources, or no primary sources, or most of the information is drawn from one or two websites. Unreliable sources used, such as unknown websites or wikis.
	

	
	                                                                              Subtotal:
	

	
	Minus 10 points for using Wikipedia.com

Minus 5 points per class day for late submissions
	

	
	                                                                                   Total:
	


