Andrew Jackson Research E-Paper Assignment
Read carefully!
General Directions: You will be writing an E-paper of approximately 1,500 words on one of the two following topics of your choosing. As always, you may not cite Wikipedia or any other wiki (it will be a MINIMUM of 10 points off the final project), but you may use it to get started on your task by gaining a general knowledge or for clues to find more reliable sources. 

You will provide a link, credit in context and an MLA citation for every fact that is not common knowledge. A citation in context is simply providing the reader enough information to find the source even if your hyperlink is bad without interrupting the flow of the narrative. Usually this means naming the author, title and year of publication such as (eg, “As Edgar Allen Poe noted in his 1845 poem The Raven, …”)  As always, you may not use any other source – not even one sentence – of another person's work without putting it in quotation marks and crediting the author. Taking other people's work without attribution is plagiarism, which is a serious academic crime. 

You will use at least 10 different sources for this project, and – except for the congressional Register of Debates which may count for a maximum of 5 citations) – no two sources may be from the same web domain. Some reliable websites – such as Yale University's Avalon Project – will have multiple reliable original source documents, but you can still only cite one source from the web domain that counts toward the 10 required sources (though you may cite any web domain as often as you like). One of the purposes of this paper is to acquaint you with the variety of resources available on the web. There are plenty of other sources for many of these primary source documents, and you should be aware of them (a few are listed below).

Paper Option #1 – Nullification (for or against) – A number of state attorneys-general and state legislatures are considering measures to stop what they view as unconstitutional federal trespass on states' rights under the U.S. Constitution regarding the new federal mandate to buy health insurance under President Obama’s new law (i.e., they want to nullify “Obamacare”), while other states have passed ballot initiatives legalizing marijuana and nullify federal drug laws. Still other state leaders are seeking to nullify President Obama's recent executive orders on guns. Using debate in the congressional Register of Debates during the 1829-33 nullification crisis (or other historical information at your disposal), argue that states have the power to nullify a law if it is unconstitutional. (Or, argue that they don’t have the power.)  Be sure to cite the appropriate sections of the U.S. Constitution that back up (and appear to refute) your side of the argument. Also, you may use other historical precedents that supported or opposed nullification from before or after the nullification crisis. Some examples for this include opposition to fugitive slave laws in the North before the Civil War, the Civil War itself, the Hartford Convention, states' rights arguments before the 20th century (i.e., Jim Crow laws and “Black Codes”), civil rights movements, and the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions. Be sure to use some specifics from current day for and against nullification and interposition.

Paper Option #2 – National Bank (for or against) – Congressman Paul Broun (R-Georgia) wants to get rid of the current national bank of the United States, the Federal Reserve Bank system, entirely. This year, he has introduced a bill, H.R. 73 to abolish the bank. There's also a move in both houses of Congress, H.R. 24, to audit Federal Reserve Bank transactions through the Government Accountability Office (GAO). Using debate in the congressional Register of Debates on the renewal of the Second Bank of the United States (1832-36) as a starting point, outline (briefly) the arguments for and against the Second Bank of the United States and then compare and contrast them to arguments for and against the Federal Reserve Bank today. Also, be sure to summarize the differences and similarities between these two national banks (such as: Who owns the stock? What is their legal charter?, etc.) as well the impact both of these national banks have had on the economy. Finally, give me your opinion on whether the Second Bank of the U.S. should have been terminated and what, if any, changes should be made to the Federal Reserve Bank today. 
Here are some primary resources with links:
Congressional Globe

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw//lwcg.html 

Other Congressional Resources

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw// 

National History Day website has links to other sites with primary source data: 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/USHistoryPrimarySources.htm 

Here are some other primary resources where you can do the research and find the links/books:


Primary source document sites
Yale University's Avalon Project

Archive.gov

Historical documents at Thomas, the Library of Congress' website

Project Gutenberg

E-Library (link on Moodle)

University of New Hampshire's Digital History site

University of Virginia Electronic Text Center


Nullification info
Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions

Andrew Jackson and John Calhoun's responses to the nullification crisis

Hayne-Webster Senate debate (see handout used in class)

Northern efforts to block fugitive slave repatriation back to the South, 1840-1861

President Abraham Lincoln on the rights of states and nullification

Hartford Convention resolutions
Ableman v. Booth (court decision on Wisconsin nullification of federal Fugitive Slave Law of 1850)
Nullification (Book) by Thomas E. Woods, Jr. 


Bank info
Jackson bank veto message, second inaugural address, farewell address (see handout used in class)

Sen. Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri (Senator opposed to Second Bank of U.S.)

Correspondence of Nicholas Biddle (head of Second Bank of U.S.)

Correspondence, debate of Sen. Daniel Webster (Senator who supported Second Bank of U.S.)

Economic studies on the Panic of 1819 and Depression of 1839-43 

Ludwig von Mises Institute (a good site opposed to the Federal Reserve)

Federal Reserve Bank (a good website explaining the Federal Reserve from its own perspective)

Paul Broun congressional website

Speeches by former Congressman Ron Paul

Speeches by Ben Bernanke, current chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank 

Grading Rubric

(5 points for each category for draft)

	CATEGORY
	 Above Standards (10 of 10)
	Meets Standards
(8-9 of 10)
	Approaching Standards (7 of 10)
	Below Standards
(below 5 of 10)
	Score


	Thesis/Closing Statements

10 points
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay and outlines the main points to be discussed.
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay.
	The thesis statement outlines some or all of the main points to be discussed but does not name the topic.
	The thesis statement does not name the topic AND does not preview what will be discussed.
	 


	Sources and Information
40 points
	Paper is backed with a wide variety of facts backing up position. All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and cited in context without disturbing the flow of the paper. Hyperlinks are used on every citation.
	Paper is backed with a wide variety of facts backing up position. All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and are cited in context, though the flow of the paper is somewhat upset by the way they are cited. Hyperlinks are used in context.
	Paper is backed with a variety of facts backing up position. Most sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible but not cited correctly in context. Hyperlinks are not always used.
	Paper is not backed with many facts, or facts used are irrelevant. Paper is just opinion easily dismissed. Many sources are suspect (not credible) AND/OR are not cited correctly. Few hyperlinks used.
	 

	Sentence Structure
30 points
	All sentences are well-constructed with varied structure. Few wasted words and active voice used throughout.
	Most sentences are well-constructed and there is some varied sentence structure in the essay. Few wasted words and active voice used throughout.
	Most sentences are well constructed, but there is no variation is structure. Some passive voice and wasted words.
	Most sentences are not well-constructed or varied. Most verbs passive, lots of wasted words. 
	 



	Number of Sources
20 points
	Paper has 10 or more sources, five of which are primary sources, and none come from the same website. Nearly all sources are primary sources and from reliable academic sites.
	Paper has 9 or more sources, some of which are primary sources, and none come from the same website. Nearly all sources are primary sources and from reliable academic sites.
	Paper has 8 or more sources, some of which are primary sources, and none come from the same website. Some unreliable sources/websites used, but no wikis used.
	Paper has less than 8  sources, or no primary sources, or most of the information is drawn from one or two websites. Unreliable sources used, such as unknown websites or wikis.
	

	
	                                                                              Subtotal:
	

	
	Minus 10 points for using Wikipedia.com

Minus 5 points per class day for late submissions
	

	
	                                                                                   Total:
	


