Name: _______________________ 


Period:________

Worksheet for Joyeux Noel

Directions: Answer each question in complete sentences.

1. What have the French, English and German youth have been trained to think about each other before the war? What goes wrong with that training?

2. What does the lights being blown out in the church at the beginning of the movie symbolize?

3. Why does the French Major-General want to transfer the French Lieutenant Audebert to the artillery corps?

4. How many Christmas trees are the Germans sending to the trenches?

5. The German Generals think that lining the trenches with Christmas trees is a waste of effort, but that's not entirely true. What military goal does the lining of the trenches with the Christmas trees actually serve?

6. The German Lieutenant Horstmayer describes Sprink as a “dead loss.” Why does he do this? What kind of men does he prefer?

7. What kind of war crimes occur during the war? What international laws are recognized by both sides?

8. What is the insect/pest which infests both sides of the trenches?

9. What event stops Sprink from climbing down back down into the trench when his Lieutenant yells for him to get down?

10. The Scottish Lieutenant Gordon says “The outcome of this war won't be decided tonight. I don't think anyone would criticize us for laying down our rifles on Christmas Eve.” But he's wrong about that last point. What happens?

11. What language was the Christmas Eve mass celebrated in? How did everyone understand what the priest was saying?

12. How does the truce get out of control of those pursuing the war?

13. All three Lieutenants have committed the military crime of “fraternizing with the enemy.” Fraternizing comes from the word “fraternity,” which means brotherhood. In what sense is this war a denial of the brotherhood of other men that Christ required?

14. What breaks the truce?

15. What view do the generals at headquarters take on the truce?

16. What is the reaction of the bishop to the priest's behavior on Christmas?

17. There are many manifestations of love. How does the war separate ... husbands from wives? 

… brothers from brothers?

… mothers from sons?

… fathers from sons?

… friends from friends?

18. The parish priest tells the bishop that “I sincerely believe that my Lord Jesus Christ guided me in what was the most important mass of my life.” How can that be, since the truce did not last longer than one day?

