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Mr. Eddlem 
Readings on Empire and the Philippine Insurrection
The acquisition of the Philippines during the Spanish-American war of 1898 meant that the United States had entered a new era of its history, causing some Americans to suggest it was no longer a republic and had entered the age of empire. 
The White Man's Burden
The United States and the Philippine Islands (1899)
This famous poem, written by the British poet Rudyard Kipling, was a response to the American take over of the Philippines after the Spanish-American War. In this poem, Kipling reiterates the racist ideals behind empire as well as the costs of a colonial empire to the occupying nation.
Take up the White Man's burden--

Send forth the best ye breed--

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need;

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild--

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,

Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden--

In patience to abide,

To veil the threat of terror

And check the show of pride;

By open speech and simple,

An hundred times made plain

To seek another's profit,

And work another's gain.

Take up the White Man's burden--

The savage wars of peace--

Fill full the mouth of Famine

And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest

The end for others sought,

Watch sloth and heathen Folly

Bring all your hopes to nought.

Take up the White Man's burden--

No tawdry rule of kings,

But toil of serf and sweeper--

The tale of common things.

The ports ye shall not enter,

The roads ye shall not tread,

Go mark them with your living,

And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man's burden--

And reap his old reward:

The blame of those ye better,

The hate of those ye guard--

The cry of hosts ye humour

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:--

"Why brought he us from bondage,

Our loved Egyptian night?"

Take up the White Man's burden--

Ye dare not stoop to less--

Nor call too loud on Freedom

To cloke your weariness;

By all ye cry or whisper,

By all ye leave or do,

The silent, sullen peoples

Shall weigh your gods and you.

Take up the White Man's burden--

Have done with childish days--

The lightly proferred laurel,

The easy, ungrudged praise.

Comes now, to search your manhood

Through all the thankless years

Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,

The judgment of your peers!
Platform of the American Anti-Imperialist League
The American Anti-Imperialist League was founded in 1899 to prevent retention of the new colonies in Cuba, Puerto Rico and Philippines by the United States. Prominent American supporters of the league included: Steel magnate Andrew Carnegie, author and essayists William James and Mark Twain, Democratic politicians William Jennings Bryan and Benjamin Tillman (the latter opposing the colonization of the Philippines on the basis that too many non-whites could be admitted to the U.S.). 
We hold that the policy known as imperialism is hostile to liberty and tends toward militarism, an evil from which it has been our glory to be free. We regret that it has become necessary in the land of Washington and Lincoln to reaffirm that all men, of whatever race or color, are entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We maintain that governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. We insist that the subjugation of any people is "criminal aggression" and open disloyalty to the distinctive principles of our Government.

We earnestly condemn the policy of the present National Administration in the Philippines. It seeks to extinguish the spirit of 1776 in those islands. We deplore the sacrifice of our soldiers and sailors, whose bravery deserves admiration even in an unjust war. We denounce the slaughter of the Filipinos as a needless horror. We protest against the extension of American sovereignty by Spanish methods.

We demand the immediate cessation of the war against liberty, begun by Spain and continued by us. We urge that Congress be promptly convened to announce to the Filipinos our purpose to concede to them the independence for which they have so long fought and which of right is theirs.

The United States have always protested against the doctrine of international law which permits the subjugation of the weak by the strong. A self-governing state cannot accept sovereignty over an unwilling people. The United States cannot act upon the ancient heresy that might makes right.

Imperialists assume that with the destruction of self-government in the Philippines by American hands, all opposition here will cease. This is a grievous error. Much as we abhor the war of "criminal aggression" in the Philippines, greatly as we regret that the blood of the Filipinos is on American hands, we more deeply resent the betrayal of American institutions at home. The real firing line is not in the suburbs of Manila. The foe is of our own household. The attempt of 1861 was to divide the country. That of 1899 is to destroy its fundamental principles and noblest ideals.

Whether the ruthless slaughter of the Filipinos shall end next month or next year is but an incident in a contest that must go on until the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States are rescued from the hands of their betrayers. Those who dispute about standards of value while the foundation of the Republic is undermined will be listened to as little as those who would wrangle about the small economies of the household while the house is on fire. The training of a great people for a century, the aspiration for liberty of a vast immigration are forces that will hurl aside those who in the delirium of conquest seek to destroy the character of our institutions.

We deny that the obligation of all citizens to support their Government in times of grave National peril applies to the present situation. If an Administration may with impunity ignore the issues upon which it was chosen, deliberately create a condition of war anywhere on the face of the globe, debauch the civil service for spoils to promote the adventure, organize a truth​suppressing censorship and demand of all citizens a suspension of judgment and their unanimous support while it chooses to continue the fighting, representative government itself is imperiled.

We propose to contribute to the defeat of any person or party that stands for the forcible subjugation of any people . We shall oppose for reelection all who in the White House or in Congress betray American liberty in pursuit of un-American ends. We still hope that both of our great political parties will support and defend the Declaration of Independence in the closing campaign of the century.

We hold, with Abraham Lincoln, that "no man is good enough to govern another man without that other's consent. When the white man governs himself, that is self-government, but when he governs himself and also governs another man, that is more than self-government-that is despotism." "Our reliance is in the love of liberty which God has planted in us. Our defense is in the spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage of all men in all lands. Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves, and under a just God cannot long retain it."

We cordially invite the cooperation of all men and women who remain loyal to the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States.
Mark Twain's Commentary on Empire
American author Mark Twain (Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn) had left America on a world tour several years before the Spanish-American war, and arrived back in the midst of the post-war colonization of the Philippines. Although Twain initially backed the war against Spain, he quickly changed his mind and joined the American Anti-imperialist League at the end of the war, writing in the New York Herald, October 15, 1900:

I left these shores, at Vancouver, a red-hot imperialist. I wanted the American eagle to go screaming into the Pacific. It seemed tiresome and tame for it to content itself with he Rockies. Why not spread its wings over the Philippines, I asked myself? And I thought it would be a real good thing to do

I said to myself, here are a people who have suffered for three centuries. We can make them as free as ourselves, give them a government and country of their own, put a miniature of the American constitution afloat in the Pacific, start a brand new republic to take its place among the free nations of the world. It seemed to me a great task to which had addressed ourselves.

But I have thought some more, since then, and I have read carefully the treaty of Paris, and I have seen that we do not intend to free, but to subjugate the people of the Philippines. We have gone there to conquer, not to redeem...

It should, it seems to me, be our pleasure and duty to make those people free, and let them deal with their own domestic questions in their own way. And so I am an anti-imperialist. I am opposed to having the eagle put its talons on any other land.
Massacres and torture
American commanding General Arthur MacArthur claimed that the Philippine war had been fought with the most advanced Christian ideal of warfare: sparing civilians, absence of torture, and mercy for surrendering troops. MacArthur may have been right generally, if one measures the American occupation by the bloody standard of most governments fighting a guerrilla insurgency. But the U.S. occupation still involved massacres and torture in a number of cases, incidents that highlight the costs of empire and military occupation to both the occupied nation and the occupier.
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Administering the “Water cure”: Five American soldiers engage in what is today called waterboarding during the Philippine insurrection. Americans who authorized and administered waterboarding were later court-martialed for engaging in the torture method.
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Court-martial of U.S. officers involved in Samar massacre: Houston Daily Post story of trial on April 26, 1902.
Reflection 
1. What, according to Kipling, is the “White Man's Burden”? How does he imply there are costs to empire?
2. In what sense could Kipling's poem be called racist? In what sense can it be called a sincere application of the Christian spirit?
3. What reasons does the American Anti-Imperialist League give for opposing the Philippine colonization?
4. Why does Mark Twain say he changed his mind about the Spanish-American war and colonization of the Philippines?
5. What does the Samar massacre and waterboarding say about the U.S. occupation of the Philippines? Are these isolated incidents or the necessary consequences of having a colony that demands independence?
6. Filipinos (people from the Philippines) demanded their independence from the Spanish, and later from the Americans. In what sense might Americans identify with Filipino opposition to U.S. colonization?
7. In what sense was the Anti-imperialist League correct in predicting that “Imperialists assume that with the destruction of self-government in the Philippines by American hands, all opposition here will cease. This is a grievous error.”?
8. The Philippines obtained formal independence from the U.S. in 1947, when the U.S. let the nation go peacefully. In your opinion, did that make effort against fighting the guerillas in 1899-1910 unnecessary?
