Study Guide for The Roaring Twenties

Vocabulary

Scopes “Monkey” Trial

Evolution

John Scopes

William Jennings Bryan

Clarence Darrow

American Civil Liberties Union.

H.L. Mencken

Fundamentalism

Modernism

Women's Suffrage

Prohibition

18th Amendment (1919)

19th Amendment (1920)

Volstead Act 

Bob (hairstyle)

Bootlegger

Al Capone

21st Amendment (1933)

McNary-Haugen Farm Relief Act

Sheppard–Towner Maternity and Infancy Protection Act (1921)

Charles Lindbergh

Amelia Earhart

Phonograph

Charlie Chaplin

The Jazz Singer/Al Jolson

Louis Armstrong

Duke Ellington

“Middletown” study

Robert and Helen Lynd 

KDKA

National Broadcasting System/Federal Radio Commission /Federal Communications Commission

George Herman “Babe” Ruth 

Satchel Paige 

Red Grange

Jack Dempsey

Gene Tunney

Johnny Weismuller 

“Lost Generation” writers 

F. Scott Fitzgerald

Ernest Hemingway 

John Dos Passos

Flapper

Speak-Easy

Harlem Renaissance

Langston Hughes

A. Philip Randolph

George Schuyler

Benito Mussolini 

Buying on Margin

Stock Market Boom

Credit

Pawn shop

Radio

Name: _________________________


Period: ______

Mr. Eddlem

The Roaring 1920s – Practice Test
I. People fill in the blanks

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the name of the correct person (some answers have more than one correct answer).

_____________________ Lost Generation author

_____________________ Chicago liquor smuggler and gangster

_____________________ Baltimore Sun columnist and skeptic of Christianity

_____________________ Lawyer who defends John Scopes

_____________________ Lawyer who helps prosecute John Scopes 

_____________________ Pilot, first to fly non-stop across the Atlantic Ocean

_____________________ Running back for the Chicago Bears, paid $100,000 per year (~$4 million today)

_____________________ Boxing champion

_____________________ Baseball hitting champion (white)

_____________________ Baseball champion pitcher (negro leagues)

_____________________ African-American leader during Harlem Renaissance (socialist)

_____________________ African-American leader during Harlem Renaissance (becomes conservative, the “Black Mencken”)

_____________________ African-American leader during Harlem Renaissance (poet)

_____________________ Leader of Italian Fascist Party

_____________________ Female aviator, disappears in Pacific in round-the-world trip

_____________________ The Michael Phelps of the 1920s

_____________________ New Orleans jazz musician, “Satchmo”

_____________________ Jazz bandmaster who played in New York City's “Cotton Club”

_____________________ Authors of “Middletown” study
II. Fill in the blanks.

Directions: Uh... fill in the blanks? Probably with a correct answer.

1. The idea that religion is a relic of a superstitious era was – in the 1920s – called ________________, and is often flawed by the substitution of science and belief in evolution for any kind of faith or belief in meaning. On the other end of the opposition to this was ______________________, which was a type of Christianity that claimed the Biblical creation story in the Book of Genesis should be taken as history rather than an allegorical morality story. Central to the debate was the _________________ trial, which decided whether the theory of evolution could be taught in public schools.
2. Women enjoyed new freedoms during the 1920s, cutting their hair to chin level in a style called _________, and wearing dresses that differed from old norms by _______________ and _______________. Sometimes women's dresses were fitted loosely, in a style called the _______________, which was designed for dancing and hiding liquor flasks. Usually women didn't have to hide flasks on their person, as they could usually get into a black-market barroom called a ________________. Moreover, they won the right to vote in every state with the ___th amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

3. The American economy grew throughout the 1920s largely on a boost in credit, fueled by a Federal Reserve Bank that _________ interest rates. The stock market increased six-fold, also fueled by credit where investors put as little as 10 percent down for stock purchases in an arraignment called _______________________.  Before the 1920s, most people who borrowed money did not go to a bank; they went to _______________.

4. New media also took off in a big way in the 1920s, with the first radio station ______ broadcasting the 1920 presidential election results as they were reported live. And movie producers moved out west to film in an inexpensive and sparsely populated desert that we today call __________________. Among the first film stars were comedians Buster Keaton and _______________, who was most famous for his portrayal as “The Little Tramp.” But by 1927, recorded audio on devices called ________________, began to be mixed with feature films. The first widely-promoted “talkie” film by a major production studio was ___________________, featuring actor ________________.

III. Short Answer

Directions: Answer questions fully, in complete sentences.
1. What is evolution? Is evolution science, or just a theory?
2. What is “Fascism”? How is the fascist the economic theory different from what most Americans understand as free enterprise? How is it more efficient than socialism?
3. In what sense were the “Lost Generation” writers different from previous American writers? What was “lost”? 
4. What was the McNary-Haugen Farm Relief Act designed to do? What happened to it? What were the arguments for and against it?
5. What was the Sheppard–Towner Maternity and Infancy Protection Act designed to do? What happened to it? What were the arguments for and against it?
6. How did the U.S. government go about banning alcohol in 1920? How is that process different from how the federal government later banned other drugs such as marijuana and cocaine?
