Back to Normalcy Study Guide

Essential Questions

1. How did Americans – and their government – react to the wave of terrorist bombings in 1917-20? Especially, how did government protect civil rights and justify the erosion of civil liberties during the Red Scare?

2. How did Congress and the Federal Reserve Bank react to the Depression of 1920? How does it differ from responses today?

3. What role did immigration have on the rise of the Ku Klux Klan in the early 1920s? What was the government response to immigration?

4. How did the World War impact African-American expectations of rights in American society, and how did racist groups respond to these new expectations?
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I. Terrorism and Revolution
Red Scare

Nicola Sacco

Bartolomeo Vanzetti

A. Mitchell Palmer

American Civil Liberties Union

J. Edgar Hoover
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Mr. Eddlem
Study Guide Practice Test – Return to Normalcy
I. Fill in the blank
1. The movement of African-Americans from agricultural communities in the South to northern cities in the first three centuries of the 20th century is called ___________________. This movement, along with increased immigration from Southern Europe, spreads the growth of the racial terrorist group, the __________________________, which was re-founded in 1915, the same year that the movie ________________________ was released (in which the organization appeared as heroes). 

2. The U.S. saw race riots in the summer of __________, which was called the _____________. Cities that had race riots included _______________ and ________________. Meanwhile, the murder of blacks for intimidation purposes – mostly in the South – continued (which was called ______________). 

3. Congress tried to stem immigration with a law in 1921 with the _________________________, which tried to keep the racial mix of America unchanged by immigration. This was strengthened by the _________________________, which effectively limited immigration to about 100,000 per year, a tiny fraction of what it had been before the world war.  

4. Montana Senator _____________________, a progressive Democrat, led the fight to expose corruption at Teapot Dome (which led to the conviction of Secretary of the Interior _______________) and was a critic of Attorney General ____________________'s raids on Bolsheviks and anarchists. Another critic of the raids was Harvard Law Professor (and future Supreme Court justice) __________________________.
5. The “Red Scare” was characterized by massive arrests organized by _____________________, the founder and longtime Director of the FBI (though the organization was in 1919 called _______________________________). Among the most infamous persons deported in the “red scare” was Italian anarchist _____________________, who was thought to be the mastermind behind many of the bombings, and was possibly the inspiration of the murders in Braintree, Mass. of a shoe factory payroll for which ___________________ and ________________________ were accused and eventually executed. Also targeted in the raids was the radical union _______________________, which was founded in 1905 by a collection of democratic socialists, anarchists, and communists.

6. Winning the presidential election of 1920 was _________________________ of the _____________ party, on the slogan “___________________________.” During the first year of his presidency, the nation suffered severe financial shock called a ______________________, which included price changes in the form of ________________. But the nation recovered and experienced what was called _______________________ through innovations such as the assembly line, in which Henry Ford produced his automobile, the ______________, which cost less than half of what an automobile cost just a decade earlier.

7. In 1920, women received the vote in every state of the union, something called ______________ at the time.

II. Short Answers.

Directions: Answer each question completely in grammatically correct sentences for full credit.

1. What argument did Attorney General Palmer use to justify the dragnet arrest of immigrants in 1919? What arguments did opponents raise in opposition to the arrests?

2. What kind of demographic change in immigration to the United States took place in the 1910s and early 1920s? What was Congress' response to the demographic change? 

3. What was Teapot Dome? 

4. What was Harding's strategy for curing the recession of 1920? How does it differ from strategies employed today?
