Study Guide – Slavery in America

Concepts

1.Explain the Founding Fathers' views with respect to slavery, and how they dealt with it at the 1787 constitutional convention.

2. Explain how Prigg v. Pennsylvania helped the Underground Railroad grow.

3. Explain the differences between chattel slavery and indentured slavery.

4. Explain the decline of slavery from 1776-1810, and its rise from 1810-1860.

5. Explain the efforts of politicians in Washington to compromise on the issue of slavery from 1820-1854. 
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Period: _____________
Slavery in America – Practice Test
I. Fill in the blanks
The institution of chattel slavery trade across the Atlantic began in the ____ th century, at first by explorers from the nation of ____________________, who began plundering Africans from the _________ region of the continent.

The first major slave-trading nation to abolish international slave trade was ___________________, followed shortly thereafter by the United States, which abolished international slave trade in the year __________.

The U.S. Constitution banned the abolition of international slave trade for ____ years after the Constitution went into force.

The first national legislation against slavery preceded the U.S. Constitution, and the U.S. Congress under the Articles of Confederation passed a far-reaching ordinance that contained a provision banning the introduction of slavery into most of the territories called the _____________________________. 

The U.S. Congress agreed to compromise legislation in 1820 that allowed admission of ____________ as a slave state, but limited the introduction of slavery to just a few southern territories. 

The British empire was among the first nations of the world to abolish slavery entirely, doing so in the decade of the 18____s. 

The only Northern U.S. states to fail to emancipation laws (or gradual emancipation) by 1800 were ________________ and ____________________ , but the latter had so few slaves – less than 10 –  that the issue didn't create a formal legislative abolition until 1857. Massachusetts had abolished slavery with adoption of John Adams' Constitution in the year ________. 

Many white Americans wanted black slaves to be freed, but didn't want to live near them. So they fashioned an emigration movement back to Africa to colonize the current nation of _______________. The movement was called ____________________________________________ and was supported or funded by three U.S. presidents, ____________________ , ______________________ and _________ ____________________. 

Freeing slaves by the voluntary actions of the slave-owners themselves is called ________________. This practice was most commonly used in border states such as _______________________, _________________ and ______________________. 

The abolitionist movement was spurred in late-1700s London after publication of the autobiography of 

a man known as ________________________, who was also known as Gustavus Vassa, in the year 1789. The autobiography chronicled the brutality with which those captured in the Atlantic slave trade while at the same time demonstrating the literacy and learnedness of which black people were capable. In the mid-1800s, escaped Maryland slave __________________________ disproved stereotypes of black people as ignorant for an American reading audience with the publication of his autobiography in the year 1845. 

The face of the abolitionist movement from the 1830s through the Civil War was Boston-based ________________________, who founded the organization ________________________ and began publishing the weekly newspaper entitled _____________________. 

One spin-off of the abolitionist movement was the birth of the women's rights movement, which most historians trace to a convention in ___________________ in the state of _______________. Speakers at this convention included female abolitionist loyalists __________________ and ___________________. Also attending and speaking was the widely published former slave ________ ____________________. 

Political parties also formed as the slavery issue rent the mainstream political parties. Democrats who left their southern-dominated party for anti-slavery parties were called ______________________. The Whig Party lost many people to an early party that sought gradual abolition, the _____________ Party, though that party quarreled with William Lloyd Garrison over the pace of abolition. It also called for nullification of the fugitive slave law. Later, an even more “moderate” part of abolitionist movement formed a political party designed simply to stop the expansion of slavery to the territories, the ______________ Party, which nominated former President __________________ as its nominee for President in 1848.

Slaves on the Spanish ship ____________ rebelled off the coast of Cuba in 1839 after slaves (seized illegally by Portuguese pirates) and the case went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. ___________ __________________ argued on behalf of the slaves in front of the court. The Supreme Court eventually ruled ___________________________________________________________________.

A state court case that ruled slaves have no appeal from their master, no matter how brutal the treatment was ___________________v. _________________________. Another case ruled that states could do nothing to stop slave catchers, but were not obligated to catch slaves themselves was __________________v. _________________________. This latter case was the origin of nullification efforts by Northern states to pass laws called  ______________________________ . 

Northern abolitionists whose rage against slavery rose with time eventually started personal – and illegal – efforts to liberate slaves from the South, smuggling them to free Northern states where escaped slaves could start new lives. This smuggling operation was called the ____________________, and the smugglers themselves were given the title as ________________________, while safehouses along the way were called ________________________ and the smuggled slaves were called _______________________. The most prolific of these smugglers was former Maryland slave ______________________________, though the most famous was a woman, a slave who escaped from Maryland in 1849 called _______________________. 

The Founding Fathers first passed a federal Fugitive Slave Law in the year ___________, though it relied upon the states to extradite captured slaves to the South. This law relied upon a provision of the U.S. Constitution at Article ____, Section ____, which requires states to surrender up persons who owed “labor” to persons in other states. 
During this time period (1830s-1840s), the U.S. Senate became known as the world's greatest debating society, led by three influential Senators, Henry Clay from the state of ________________, who belonged to the _______________ Party, Daniel Webster from the  state of ________________, who belonged to the _______________ Party, and John Calhoun from the  state of ________________, who belonged to the _______________ Party.
Short answer (Answer in complete sentences)
What was the Tallmadge amendment? What did it try to stop, and how?

Where was the first place in the world to abolish slavery permanently? By what means was it done?

What was the first U.S. state to abolish slavery permanently? By what means was it done? 

Describe three ways that the culture of slavery expanded to include attacks on the Bill of Rights and/or northward into the non-slave states in the 1830s and 1840s. 
