Study guide Midterm Exam
Basic Concepts
What influence did the Enlightenment have on the American independence movement?

What safeguards did they build into the new Constitution to keep the leaders from becoming American versions of the King of England? 

Know the following ideas, and explain how they can be found in the Constitution and/or Bill of Rights: 


Federalism


Separation of Powers



Checks and Balances


Delegation/Enumeration of Powers



Reservation of Powers 


Explain the controversy at the Constitutional Convention of 1787 about how some wanted a stronger executive branch and why other delegates feared a strong executive branch.

What is natural law and what role did it play on the American Revolution?

What was the original – and ultimately most important – reason the colonies separated from Britain?
Vocabulary (concepts, parts of government, etc.)
Natural law

Legislative branch

Executive branch

Judicial branch

Bill of Rights (reservation of powers in the hands of the people)

Enumeration of Powers (alternatively, “Delegation of Powers”)

Federalism

Federalist Papers

Saratoga

Yorktown

King Philip's War

Separation of Powers


Checks and Balances

Congress

House of Representatives

Senate

President 

Supreme Court 

Constitution 

Power of the purse

Power of the sword

Stamp Act

Townshend Act

Intolerable Acts

Mayflower

Jamestown

Boston Massacre
Vocabulary (people)
Robert Treat Paine

James Madison

George Washington

Benjamin Franklin

Alexander Hamilton

John Adams

Thomas Jefferson

William Bradford

John Winthrop

Thomas Paine/Common Sense

Samuel Adams

Paul Revere

Charles Carroll

John Carroll

Essay question on exam: Answer in a five paragraph essay.  (36 points)
Describe and name four or more general principles that the Founding Fathers built into the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights that have helped to prevent the consolidation of dictatorial power in the hands of one person or group. Be sure to use at least two examples for each principle named and described.
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U.S. History I – Midterm Practice Test

I. People Matching

Directions: Write the name of 

_______________________ Drafted U.S. Constitution 

_______________________ Drafted Declaration of Independence

_______________________ First President under current U.S. Constitution

_______________________ Rode on horseback to warn the British were coming, April 19, 1775

_______________________ Introduced the Bill of Rights in Congress

_______________________ First Secretary of State

_______________________ First Secretary of the Treasury

_______________________ First U.S. Ambassador to England (during Articles of Confederation)

_______________________ Colonists' ambassador to England before independence

_______________________ First U.S. Ambassador to France (during Articles of Confederation

_______________________ Wrote some of the Federalist papers

_______________________ Authored “Common Sense”

_______________________ Taunton resident who signed Declaration of Independence

_______________________ Negotiated treaty of alliance with France in 1778

_______________________ Formed Sons of Liberty in Boston

_______________________ First Vice President under the current Constitution 

_______________________ Longtime governor of Plymouth Colony

_______________________ Longtime governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony

_______________________ Native American Chief Sachem who declares war on colonists in 1675

_______________________ Only Catholic signer of the Declaration of independence

_______________________ First U.S. Catholic Bishop

II. Short Answer

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

1. What influence did the Enlightenment have on the American independence movement?
2. What safeguards did they build into the new Constitution to keep the leaders from becoming American versions of the King of England? 

3. What is Federalism and why is it an important organizing principle?

4. What's the difference between Enumeration of Powers and what the Bill of Rights does?

5. What are checks and balances? Why are they needed?

6. What was the original – and ultimately most important – reason the colonies separated from Britain?
7. John Adams once wrote that the American revolution was not in the battles that were fought, but the revolution in the hearts and minds of the colonists before the shooting started. What was that revolution?

8. Explain the flow of the Saratoga campaign in 1777 and how the after-effects of it helped the colonies win independence years later.

9. Describe the three main points of Alexander Hamilton's economic policy and contrast it with Jefferson's view of how the Federal government should be run.

10. What is a tariff? 
