Whigs, War and Manifest Destiny - Study Guide for Chapters 11-12 

Basic Concepts

Explain what is meant by "Manifest Destiny" and how it led to the territorial growth of the United States.

Explain why Texas seceded from Mexico and sought admission to the U.S. union.

Outline the origins and beliefs of the Mormon church and its odyssey to the Salt Lake basin.

Explain the controversy that led to the Mexican-American war and explain the arguments of opponents of that war. 

Explain the reasons for massive Catholic immigration for Ireland beginning in the 1840s and the domestic (U.S.) political impact of that immigration.

Vocabulary

Texas Independence

Stephen Austin

Alamo 

Davy Crockett 

Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna

Jim Bowie

San Jacinto 

Samuel Houston

Republic of Texas

Mexican- American War 

William Henry Harrison

John Tyler 

Abraham Lincoln/Spot resolution

Mexican-American War

Seneca Falls, NY (Women's rights)

James Knox Polk 

Brigham Young

Zachary Taylor

Vera Cruz

John Fremont 

Wilmot Proviso

Henry David Thoreau:

“Civil Disobedience” 

Millard Fillmore

Winfield Scott

Immigration

Know Nothing (American) Party

Bowery Boys (William Poole)

Irish Potato Famine

“Rum, Romanism and Rebellion”

Mormon Church//Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

Joseph Smith 

Salt Lake City 

The Book of Mormon 

Mormon war

California independence

California gold rush

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

Gadsden Treaty

Manifest Destiny

John O'Sullivan

Name: _________________________ 

Period: ________
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I. Identification (3 points)

Directions: Provide the correct name of the person described.

_______________________________ First President of the Republic of Texas

_______________________________ U.S. President after the death of William Henry Harrison

_______________________________ Frontiersman, former U.S. congressman killed at the battle of the Alamo

_______________________________ Frontiersman, inventor of knife killed at the battle of the Alamo

_______________________________ General, winner of the battle of San Jacinto

_______________________________ Political party of President William Henry Harrison

_______________________________ Author of “Civil Disobedience” and “Walden Pond”

_______________________________ President when Texas was admitted to the union

_______________________________ U.S. General who engineered successful marine landing at Vera Cruz

_______________________________Congressman who introduced legislation banning slavery being introduced into territories acquired from Mexican-American war

_______________________________ Founder of the Mormon Church

_______________________________ Leader of the Mormon Church who brought church elders to Salt Lake City

_______________________________ Anglo-Saxon gang leader in New York City allied with the Know Nothing Party

_______________________________ Originator of the phrase “Manifest Destiny” 

II. Fill in the blanks (3 points)

Directions: Pretty much obvious by the title, isn't it?

The Mexican-American war took place from 18____-18_____, and was ended by the treaty of ________________________________________. In addition to Texas, the treaty ceded to the U.S. the most or all of the current U.S. states of __________________, ________________________, __________________________________, and ______________________ in addition to parts of the states of  ________________________________, _______________________ and _____________________________. After the war ended, the U.S. and Mexico signed a treaty for the purchase of the southern end of two states with the ___________________________________ in the year 18______ for the price of $_______ million. One congressman who opposed the war was Abraham Lincoln, who belonged to the __________ party at the time. Lincoln introduced the _________________ to demand information about the skirmish between U.S. and Mexican forces before he would agree to vote in the House of Representatives to send the United States to declare war.

The generals of the Mexican-American War that went on to greater political prominence included a Whig presidential nominee ______________________ who managed the U.S. victory from the Vera Cruz marine invasion, _____________________, who led the land attack south from Texas, and _____________________________, who led California in a successful independence movement (called the “_______________revolt” after the ursine figure on its flag) before war was declared and then defeated Mexicans in California.

The Mormon church was founded by _________________, who claims to have had a vision that Jesus had come to __________________ in addition to Israel. Mormons originally settled in the state of ___________________ before the governor issued an “extermination” order and forced them to move to ______________, Illinois. Mormon leader ______________________ brought them west from Illinois to the present state of _________________. 

“Rum, Romanism and Rebellion,” summarized three things that one political party opposed. This party was officially known as the ________________________ Party, though they became better known as the ________________________ Party because of the party's secrecy requirements about not talking to outsiders about party discussions. The state in which this party was most successful electorally was _____________________ in 1854.

III. Short answer (7 points each)

Directions: Answer in about 5 complete sentences.

1. Explain why Henry David Thoreau went to jail. What was he protesting? From where did he get his ideas and strategies of protesting? Was Thoreau right?

2. Summarize why so many Irish came over to the United States in the 1830s-1860s. Also, describe the political climate into which they arrived. Finally, answer the question: Where were the Irish better off ... America, or the Ireland from where they came? Why?

3. What was "Manifest Destiny"? Who coined the term? How could it be considered a positive, Christian term? How could it be considered racist?

