World War II Project Assignment: 
You will create a Keynote/Explain Everything Video as part of a group project (choose your own groups of 2-3) which will count as half of of a test (50 points). You will also write a short paper, which will count as a full test grade (100 points). Also, you will be tested on the atomic bomb project as a major part of your World War II test.

Instructions:

I. Read the this The New Yorker magazine article http://www.herseyhiroshima.com/hiro.php giving background on John Hersey, the aftermath of the bombing of Hiroshima, and the historical significance of his article/book.

II. (Group Project) Each Group should produce a Keynote presentation explaining: 1. The formation and completion of the Manhattan Project, including profiles of at least four principle people involved in the Manhattan Project, 2. Outline at least three histories of atomic bomb survivors (good sources for this: the book Hiroshima, as well as links below), 3. Profile at least two cases of U.S. veterans who served on either the planes that dropped the bombs, or in the battles of Iwo Jima or Okinawa (these can include a living relative), and their opinion about whether the atomic bombing was militarily necessary.
For Groups of Two: One person should do #1 (Manhattan Project) and the other should do #2 (histories of a-bomb survivors), and each should profile one or more veterans
For Groups of Three: One person should do #1 (Manhattan Project) and the other should do #2 (histories of a-bomb survivors), and the third should do #3 (profile veterans).
Note: The Keynote should be narrated (i.e., it should include an audio script and should be imported into Explain Everything) and will be presented in class.

III. Write a short paper (about 1,000 words) making case that the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombings were either 1. militarily necessary and therefore moral or 2. a war crime under human rights/Christian just war principles. 

Whichever side you take, include moral arguments for and against the Hiroshima bombing using Christian just war/human rights doctrines as outlined by the Catholic Bishops' 1983 encyclical “The Challenge of Peace,” (Located here: http://www.nuclearfiles.org/menu/key-issues/ethics/issues/religious/us-catholic-bishops-pastoral-letter.htm)

and outline the impact of the bombing decision upon both survivors as well as U.S. veterans of the conflict.

Pathfinder (Resource guide) for Atomic Bomb project
Background information

Basic background from the Avalon Project of Yale University 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/mpmenu.asp
Atomic Archive: a private, for-profit company with many primary source documents

http://www.atomicarchive.com/librarymenu.shtml
Japanese Government Sites

City of Hiroshima Atomic Bomb and Peace Project
http://www.pcf.city.hiroshima.jp/index_e2.html
“Potsdam Declaration” on the need for an unconditional Japanese surrender

http://www.ndl.go.jp/constitution/e/etc/c06.html
U.S. Government Sites

U.S. Department of Energy’s Interactive Guide on the Manhattan Project
http://energy.gov/management/office-management/operational-management/history/manhattan-project
The Manhattan Project: Making the Atomic Bomb (U.S. government on “how” and “why” the atomic bomb was created)

http://energy.gov/management/downloads/gosling-manhattan-project-making-atomic-bomb
Eyewitnesses to the Bombing

A Catholic priest’s first-hand account of the devastation at Hiroshima:

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/mp25.asp
Interview with the U.S. pilot of the plane that dropped the bomb on Hiroshima:

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2002/aug/06/nuclear.japan/print
Recent newspaper story an eyewitness of both the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombs

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/how-i-survived-hiroshima-ndash-and-then-nagasaki-1654294.html
About a dozen eyewitness accounts from Atomic Archive:

http://www.atomicarchive.com/Docs/Hibakusha/index.shtml
Opinions that the bombing of Hiroshima was a “war crime”

http://www.antiwar.com/orig/maleymohan.php?articleid=11959
http://fff.org/explore-freedom/article/war-crimes-hiroshima-nagasaki-2/
http://fff.org/explore-freedom/article/targeting-civilians-hiroshima-nagasaki/
http://www.lewrockwell.com/raico/raico22.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.antiwar.com/orig/maleymohan.php?articleid=11959"
 
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Ryuichi_Shimoda_et_al._v._The_State

 HYPERLINK "http://www.antiwar.com/orig/maleymohan.php?articleid=11959"
 
Opinions that the bombing was militarily necessary
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/355313/remembering-when-we-were-strong-hiroshima-nagasaki-and-moral-necessity-nuclear-strike
http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles/000/000/005/894mnyyl.asp
The Morality of Bombing and Catholic Church “Just War” Doctrine

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 1983 encyclical on the morality of war “The Challenge of Peace:

http://www.nuclearfiles.org/menu/key-issues/ethics/issues/religious/us-catholic-bishops-pastoral-letter.htm
Catechism of the Catholic Church:

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a5.htm
The “just war” parts of the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/just_war_CCC.htm
St. Thomas Aquinas on “just war”:

http://ethics.sandiego.edu/Books/Texts/Aquinas/JustWar.html
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