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U.S. History I – Stamp Act – Practice Test

I. Fill in the blanks

. The American colonies were generally happy with Britain when the French and Indian War ended in the year ______, a war that was called __________________________ in Europe. The one exception was the ____________________________________, which were general search warrants that no court had approved and required no probable cause. These cut into colonial smuggling operations, and ____________________ persuasively argued in a Boston court that they violated English common law in a losing legal battle.

. Relations with Britain began to be strained in 1764 with passage of the ______________ Act, which mostly impacted molasses and rum smugglers like Boston shipping magnate ______________ _____________, whose ship Liberty was seized by British officials in 1768 for allegedly not paying taxes on a shipment of Madeira wine.

. The colonies almost found themselves in open rebellion when Parliament passed the _______________ in 1765. These taxes found British tax collectors being tarred and feathered, and in Boston tax collector Andrew Oliver was hanged in effigy and forced to recant his appointment. Massachusetts Lieutenant Governor ______________________________ had his home ransacked by members of ___________________________________. Within a few months, the Massachusetts legislature sent a letter to other colonies calling for a conference. This first gathering of the states took place in New York City and was called _______________. The gathering – represented by nine of the 13 colonies –  produced a document called _____________________________.  Parliament shortly thereafter repealed the taxes based in part  upon the advocacy of Pennsylvania-born inventor and newspaperman ___________________________, who argued in conversations with members of Parliament that the taxes were unjust. 

. Parliament tried taxing the colonies again in 1767 with passage of __________________________. These taxes were external, not internal taxes, so the colonists never saw the tax collector. But Pennsylvania author John Dickinson authored ____________________________, which persuasively argued in newspapers that Parliament didn't have the authority to collect taxes for revenue purposes from the colonists. These writings were reprinted across the continent and in Europe.

. In 1770, unrest over taxes seemed to be on the wane until some British soldiers got mixed up with an unruly Boston crowd throwing snowballs and other items at them. In the resulting melee, five colonists lay dead and patriots blew the confusion into what they called ____________________________. The British government placed its own soldiers on trial in Boston, and ________________________ was the patriotic lawyer who defended them. The attorney who successfully prosecuted some of the defendants was _____________________________ of Taunton. 

. In general, colonists who supported the King were called ______________ and the patriots who asserted colonists' rights and the primacy of the legislature were called _____________________. Patriots based their arguments about the illegitimacy of Parliament's argument upon the Enlightenment philosophy of __________________. Colonists argued that they were not obligated to follow the rules of Parliament because they had been born in a ___________________. But they did not believe they could do anything they wanted. They considered themselves (for the most part) bound by God's law, so they believed they had ____________________ but not __________________. 

. When the British tried to bail out their British East India Company (the corporate name for their Indian colony) and dump tea on the American market, colonists in Boston rebelled with the _____________________________, which was organized by ________________________ from the Boston Town Meeting. The British Parliament responded by passing a series of laws that the colonists dubbed ____________________________________. Among these was a law that mandated British soldiers could take over private homes for housing called the ____________________________. 

. Resisting British efforts in the colonies was a group of patriots organized in every state, most of whom called themselves _____________________________. By 1772, the patriots needed a means of working with each other in other states, and they formed __________________________________ to communicate with each other. Finally, as the colonies prepared for war, patriots organized their militias under legislative means when the legislatures were not abolished by royal governors and independently under the name  _______________________________. 

. Taunton had two representatives in the Massachusetts legislature in 1774, the patriot _____________________________ and the moderate patriot-turned-loyalist ______________________________. The Massachusetts legislature tricked the latter into voting delegates to the First Continental Congress by having the two travel together to Taunton to discuss paying the British back for their lost tea in Boston. The First Continental Congress adopted a moderate document called _______________________________. 

. Liberty and Union day in Taunton is celebrated annually after raising the Taunton flag over _________________________ on _______________________, 1774. 

. In Virginia, a bright young lawyer named ___________________________ defended the colonies against the “parson's cause” which taxed all inhabitants on behalf of the Anglican church. Virginia also contributed the first Commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the United States _____________________, who was appointed by _____________________________________ in the year ___________.

II. Short Answers (answer in 3-5 complete sentences)

1. What was the difference between the taxes levied in the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts? What was the difference between the colonists' initial reaction?

2. What about the Quebec Act made the colonists so angry? Give two reasons. What role did colonial protest over it have on the stance of French Canadians in the war?

3. Cite at least two examples from among the documents you read where John Locke's Enlightenment arguments about the natural law were used by the colonists for their arguments against Parliament. Be specific.

